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Last year at this time, I
announced that the
Yavapai College
Foundation (YCF) had set
a goal to grow the YCF
endowment to $16,000,000
by the year 2020. This will
call for an almost
$10,000,000 increase over
the next 10 years. I am very
pleased to report that during
the past fiscal year, 2010-
2011, we made meaningful
and measurable progress.
We added $1,596,068 to
the endowment dur-
ing the year, bring-
ing the total at
fiscal year
end to
$8,230,185.

Much of this
growth is attributable to generous
donors who chose to make a posi-
tive difference in the lives of
deserving YC students by making a
gift to the YCF student scholarship
endowment. Some chose to add to
an existing scholarship fund, while
others decided to establish a new
endowed scholarship fund, named
in honor of a loved one. Many
donors prefer the second option
because it provides a scholarship to
one or more students each year in
perpetuity. In all, YCF added 18
new endowed scholarship funds
during the year; the most in one
year by far than any year in YCF’s
history (see graphs and charts,
p. 12). We are deeply grateful to all
of you who contributed to this pro-
gram last year.

Together we raised $1,646,609,
bringing our five-year total since
FY06-07 up to a record $7,139,882.
Most importantly, during the last

five
years

YCF has
transferred

$4,470,136 to
YC for capital con-

struction projects;
educational, cultural

and social programs; and
student scholarships.

Of equal or even greater impor-
tance, YCF has grown its Legacy

League to 133 members, with 125
of those members joining in the
last five years. Legacy League
members are those special people
who designate a gift to YC through
their will or other type of planned
gift. Although it is not cash in
hand, it will be a perpetual source
of funding that will assure contin-
uation and growth of educational
programs and services not guaran-
teed by existing funding sources
and provide affordable education
for all Yavapai County residents.

It is definitely an exciting time to
be a part of YCF. People with
exceptional talents and financial
capacity live in our community
and are generously sharing their
time and resources in support of
YC programs. Philanthropy trends
are shifting to “give locally,” and
YCF can offer outstanding returns
to donors in terms of benefits and
personal fulfillment. If you are not
yet involved with YCF, I invite you
to call me or stop by my office to
discuss the many opportunities
that are available to make a differ-
ence for your Yavapai College.
Thank you for your support!

Steven M. Walker
Executive Director
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This summer I had the chance to pause and
reflect on the activities and accomplishments of
the Yavapai College Foundation during the past
fiscal year 2010-2011, which ended June 30,
2011. By every measure it was a banner year!

We again strengthened our Board of
Directors with the addition of Dr.
Bertrand Kaper, Mrs. Bonnie
McMinn and Mrs. Regina
Younger. We added to our cadre
of volunteers with special inter-
est in supporting a particular
College program area by estab-
lishing two new YCF auxiliaries,
Friends of the Yavapai College Library and
Friends of Verde Arts. We also fortified YCF
support for educational programs in the Verde
Valley through the excellent fundraising and
outreach efforts of the Greater Verde Valley
Chapter. Add to these efforts the great work of
Friends of Music, Friends of YC Art (Prescott)
and the Roughrider Club, and I’m very proud to
say that more volunteers are now working to
raise awareness and resources in support of YC
through YCF than ever before.

I am also very heartened to see that so many
people in our community – almost one thou-
sand in all last fiscal year – chose to make a gift.
Your thoughtful gifts provide a margin of excel-
lence for YC educational programs, and they
provide scholarships for many students each
year; students who, without this scholarship
support, would not be able to realize their

dream of a college education.
Your gifts also enhance cultural

and social opportunities on our
campuses. Last year alone, these gifts

allowed YCF and its auxiliaries to break
ground on a new construction phase in the

beautiful Sculpture Garden; support special
choral and instrumental concerts; offer Artist

in Residence programs for thousands of area
school children; underwrite the Literary
Southwest Writers Series and purchase National
Championship rings for our women’s softball
team. Thank you for enriching our community
through your generosity.

I look forward with enthusiasm to working with
YC and YCF leaders to accomplish a new set of
goals in the year ahead, and I invite you to join
us. Please consider volunteering with one of our
auxiliaries, endowing a new student scholarship,
enjoying a show in the newly remodeled
Performance Hall or becoming a member of the
Legacy League. There are so many ways to help
YCF improve the quality of life for everyone in
Yavapai County.

Dr. Richard Wright
YCF Board President

from the president
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The new outdoor pavilion at Yavapai College’s Verde
Valley Campus will create an exciting venue for campus
and community activities. Placed in the hub of the cam-
pus, the 4,163
square-foot
pavilion will
offer an inviting
shaded struc-
ture, according
to Tom
Schumacher,
dean for
Instruction and
Student Services
at the Verde
Valley Campus.

“I envision everything happening
there from gala events like gradua-
tion and the French Flair – to class-
es, lectures, concerts, movies, the-
atrical plays, poetry readings – or
just hanging out in a cool place,”
Schumacher said.

The pavilion was designed by
GLHN Architects & Engineers, Inc., is being construct-
ed by Flagstaff Design and Construction. It features
walkways to guide students and the public to the pavil-
ion’s convergence point – geometric rafters pointing to

a three-feet-high, 412 square-foot stage. The structure
will seat approximately 465 people theatre-style and be
“equipped with state-of-the-art sound and lighting sys-

tems for the students and com-
munity of the Verde Valley to
use and enjoy,” added
Schumacher. David Laurence,
YC’s Facilities director said an
audio/visual package is in the
design stage and will include
equipment necessary to con-
duct movie nights along with
other events that will utilize
projection screens. 

Steve Walker, executive
director of the Yavapai
College Foundation,
said the pavilion offers a
great location for
fundraising events and
presents numerous
naming opportunies for
major gifts. 

Photos
The pavilion’s design elements were selected to blend
with the natural elements around the campus.

New outdoor pavilion to be focal
point of campus and community





Dr. Penny Wills
New Yavapai College President

I
n August 2011, Yavapai College welcomed new Yavapai College President Dr. Penelope
“Penny” Wills. After an extensive national search, Wills was selected over three other final-
ists. She comes to YC from Northeast Iowa Community College (NICC), where she served
as president for the past seven years. Her outgoing personality and deep background in
academic instruction, student services, and vocational and technical education are some of

the qualities that make her a great fit for YC. Dr. Wills was instrumental in strengthening the
Advancement Department and Foundation at NICC and will bring those skills to the Yavapai
College Foundation (YCF) as a member of the YCF Board. “The YCF Board and its chapter and
auxiliaries are very excited with the prospect of working with Dr. Wills to make an already outstand-
ing community college foundation even better,” stated YCF Board President Dr. Richard Wright.

F
oundation Executive Director Steve
Walker had the chance to sit down
with Dr. Wills during her first week
in her new role and asked her a few
questions:

You have held some impressive
leadership positions at other
community colleges around the
country. What was it about
Yavapai College that motivated
you to apply?

- The obvious strength of this College and its
relationship to the communities it serves.

- The professional expertise of the faculty and
staff as evidenced by its level of engagement
in their own professional development and
commitment to students (e.g., Technology
Enhanced Learning Services and the Great
Ideas for Teaching Center).

- The genuine commitment to continuous quali-
ty improvement (e.g., YC being one of the pio-
neer 12 community college’s across the nation
for inclusion in the first Pathways accreditation
program by the Higher Learning Commission).

- Partnerships with our communities in work-
force as well as economic development (e.g.,
strong Career and Technical Education  pro-
grams and the new Viticulture Program).

- Ownership by the communities we serve by
the public utilization of our services and pro-
grams  (e.g., Osher Lifelong Learning
Institute, Libraries, and even the location for
the Prescott Farmer’s Market).

- Ceativity of new models for education (e.g.,
NAU/YC model for providing four year pro-
grams in an effective and efficient way).

Now that you are here and
working, what are some of
your first impressions of
Yavapai College?

- Everything I had read, learned and gath-
ered while considering coming to Yavapai
had all been positive and my impressions
have proven to exceed my expectations now
that I am here.

- The communities we serve ‘own’ their
College, which is something we all take very
seriously and respect.



- The faculty and staff are committed to our
students and serving our communities.

- Our Foundation is amazing….giving of their
time, expertise and resources. Greatly
appreciated!

Would you please share with
us some of your short- and
long-term goals that you hope
to accomplish during your
presidency?

- Number one is to connect to our communities,
both internally (students, faculty and staff) and
the local cities, towns and areas.

new board members
Bertrand Kaper, MD, is an ortho-
pedic surgeon and partner with
Orthopedic Specialists of Central
Arizona in Prescott. He is also a
Clinical Assistant Professor with the
Arizona College of Osteopathic
Medicine in Glendale, Ariz., and an
active staff member in the

Department of Surgery at Yavapai Regional Medical
Center. He graduated from Northwestern University
Medical School in Chicago, completed his internship and
residency at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center in
Lebanon, NH, and completed an adult reconstructive fel-
lowship in total joint arthroplasty at the University of
Western Ontario, London, Ontario, Canada.

Bonnie McMinn completed her
degree in Accounting and European
History at Albion College and
worked for eight years as a CPA for
Porvin & Tobes in Southfield, Mich.
She then made a career change to
communication technology sales,

where she excelled for more than 20 years. She served as an
account manager for Ameritech/SBC, Lucent Technologies,
Avaya, Cisco and Nortel, and was Channel Sales Director
for AT&T. Since moving to Prescott in 2009, Mrs. McMinn
founded and is the owner of “Focus on Health, Wellness
and Fitness, LLC.” The private studio provides individual
and custom designed fitness programs. She is also active in
a number of local charities.

Regina Younger’s professional back-
ground includes six years as a high
school mathematics teacher and
five years as an American Sign
Language professor at Glendale
Community College. She then
spent 20 years as a regional sales
director for McDougal

Little/Houghton Mifflin Publishing Company, rising
through the ranks to become manager of national sales
training and professional development. Since moving to
Prescott, Mrs. Younger has been very active in support of
numerous community organizations.

- Strengthen our ties with our economic develop-
ment partners.

- Review our enrollment processes to ensure that
the public perceives us as an excellent choice for
their academic and personal development as well as
a welcoming environment.

Please share with us a little
more about yourself (interests,
hobbies, etc.).

- Love to read!

- Grew up with horses back in Cincinnati – miss
them but learned a lot from them!

- Have a wonderful long-haired daschund named
Burrito.
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- Both my husband and I love to cook and
bake.

- Enjoy travel, especially in the
Southwest!

For the fifth year in a row, the Yavapai College
Foundation awarded staff and faculty with Roger
Runyan Employee Career Enhancement Awards. The

award, named after long-time employee Roger Runyan who
passed away in late 2007, provides financial assistance to
full-time staff of Yavapai College actively seeking increased
professionalism and effectiveness through educational
enrichment opportunities.

The Yavapai College Foundation sponsors the awards and
determines funding annually (to date, recipients have each
received $1,000).

JoBeth Linzy is a Radiology clinical coordinator in the
Nursing/Allied Health Department and has been with the
college for over two years. Her award will go toward
coursework in the Master of Arts in Education program at
McKendree University.

Thatcher Bohrman has been with the college for nearly 11
years and is currently working as specialist in the
Technology Enhanced Learning Services Department.
Bohrman is studying for a certificate in copyright manage-
ment and leadership from the University of Maryland
University College.

For more information about the Roger Runyan Employee
Career Enhancement Fund, call (928) 776-2025.

career Enhancement Award Winners

Dr. Penny Wills
Education
•  BS in Elementary 
Education, University of 
Cincinnati

•  MS in Counseling, 
Miami University

•  Ph.D. in Higher Education 
Administration, Michigan 
State University

•  Institute for Educational 
Management, Harvard 
University

Experience
•  President, Northeast Iowa Community College (2004-2011)
•  Vice President for Student Development, 
Georgia Highlands (1997-2004)

•  Dean for Student Development, 
Portland Community College (Oregon) 

•  Director for Residence Life, Reed College, 
Portland, OR

•  Associate Director Of Student Development, 
New Mexico State University

•  Residence Life, Michigan State University
•  Residence Life, Miami University

- Simply and succinctly...THANK YOU!
I respect and value your generosity and
commitment to making Yavapai College a
great learning environment for everyone!

Is there anything else
you would like to
communicate to the
Yavapai College
Foundation members?
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The Yavapai College Foundation gratefully acknowledges the support given by all donors. Your gifts play an integral role in providing
superior programs and services through Yavapai College. This honor roll recognizes every donor from whom a gift was received
between July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011. The list of donor names is strictly for the purpose of acknowledgment. Any other use is 
prohibited. Although every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, errors may occur. If you wish to report an error, please contact
Foundation Coordinator Kim Flores at (928) 776-2025.
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Sharon K. McIlvain
James & Kim McKeon
Nancy McKinley
David L. McMorris
Patricia McMullen-Mikles
Justine Mendenhall
Charles & Barbara Menees
Helena M. Merkle
Juanita Mersereau
Jim Messerschmitt
Iyone Meyer
Robert & Sarah Meyer
James & Francine Mick
Pam Miera
Ernie & Jean Migliorini
Philip & Arlene Miles
Carol & Bill Miller
George & Verna Miller
Ruthi Millstone
Rusty & Claudia Miner
Minnesota Community Foundation
Robert & Martha Miranda
SoWa Mitchell
Paula Mohlenbruck & 

Dave Grossman

Howard & Kate Moody
JeUery & Laura Moore
Karyl Moore
Mary Moore
Richard Morgan
James L. Morris
George & Phyllis Morrison
Wilbur N. Moulton
Mountain Top Quilters
James & Stephanie Muehleisen
Robert & Helena Mueller
George & Irene Muraco
Lynne Murphy
My Kids' Dentist
Ann Myers
Don & Val Myers
Linda Myers
Calleah & Vern Neal
Paul & Jean Nebel
Rusty Neely
Carol Nelson
Petie & Lou Nemeth
Lois E. Neville
New York Life Foundation
Brad Newman
Amie Nichols
Milo & Judith Nielsen
Ann Nissen
Catherine Noll
Peter Norum
Frank Ockenfels
Patrick & Victoria O'Hara
Bob & Susan Oliphant
David & Karen Oliveria
Karen & Jim O’Neil
OPDOS COM, Inc.
Carol Osborne
P & S Equipment & Repair, Inc.
Lois Parker
Richard & Kimberly Parker
Russell Parker
Sharon Parker
Ronald N. Parks
Helen M. Parry
Leslie Parsons
Ellen Partch
Windermere Real Estate/

Ed Pattermann
Mary A. Patterson
Paul D. & Patricia L Murphy
Revocable Living Trust
Roointon and Julie Pavri
Pam Pearsall
Chuck Pease & Cynthia Vann
Stevie Peek
Barbara Anne Perkins
James & Valerie Perry
Norman & Vivian Perry
G.L. & Sharon Phelps
Jean N. Phillips
David & Doris Piatak
Vern & Bev Pierson
Robert & Shelley Pike
Tamra Pinson
Pioneer Title Agency, Inc.

Marvin & Deanna Pitts
Tom Pitts
David Polhemus
Barbara & Gene Polk
John Ponesmith, Jr.
Wilda S. Postel
Ross & Suzette Prange
Terence Pratt
Denise Preble
Prescott Area Iris Society
Prescott Branch AAUW
Prescott Newspapers, Inc.
Prescott Noon Lions Club
Prescott Smile Care, PC
Prescott Sunrise Lions Foundation
Elliot Prichard
Principal Financial Group
Wilhelm & Virgnia Promer
Kathleen Provence
William Pugelli
Heather Quigley
Irma Quintana
Beryl Rae
Joe & Ginnie RaYi
Sara Ramirez
Antonio & Tammy Rascon
Dave & Sandi Rasmussen
Linda K. Rauscher
Patsy Ray
Paul Ray
Matt & Pat Reardon
Gene & Darl Rector
Red Rock Collision, Inc.
Melvin & Jean Redden
Tucker Reed
Sharon & James Reeves
Bill & Janet Regner
Richard & Marcia Reinhart
Jon & Dawn Restani
Kevin Rethman Family
Andy & Jane Reti
John & Frances Reynolds
Toni A. Reynolds
Robert & Elisa Richards
Kathie & Howard Rieder
Marvin & Janet RiXin
H. Robin & Valerie Riggs
JeU Rinard
William & Karen Rizk
Sherry Roberts
Cheryl Robertson
Dr. & Mrs. Jerome C. Robinson
Kyla Rohrbough
Casey Rooney
Sean Rooney
Maria R. Rosales
Paul & Shannon Rosenblatt
David & Ruth Rothgery
JeUrey & Cynthia Roths
Jean Rowe
Tom & Kishi Rowney
Elisabeth RuUner
Manuel & Carol Ruiz
Dr. W. David Rummel
Stasia Ruskie

Randall & Eileen Russell
June E. Ruth
Stephen & Sue Rutherford
Dakota Rutt
Art & Eileen Saboski
David Sacchetti
Sage Advisory Group, Inc.
Dr. & Mrs. Len Salonsky
Salt River Materials Group/

Phoenix Cement
Clark & Charlotte Sanchez
Matthew & Brandi Sanders
Leslie & John Sanderson
Teresita Santos
Dr. Jeannette L. Sasmor
Louise Savidge
Barbara Saxton
Marion Sayler
Marion & Krista Saylor
Stephen & Sharon Scanlan
Jacqueline L. Schiller
Herman & Louise Schloss
Rodney & Cynthia Schmidt
Virginia Schmidt
Donald & Penny Scholten
Brad & Anita Schulz
Col. (Ret.) & Mrs. Otto R. Schulz
Joann Ball & Sandy Schulz
Tomas & Deborah Schumacher
Dottie Schutte
Teresa Schwickerath
Amy Jo Scott
Eugene & Alicia Scott
Frank & Coleen Scott
Gus & Sandra Scott
Lora Scott
Sue Scott
Diane & Bob Scull
Nancy Seaman
Sedona Adventure OutWtters 

and Guides
Sedona Area Garden Club
Sedona-Verde Valley League of 

Women Voters
Maryle B. Seipel
Teodore S. Setzer
Joy Sewell
Pauline Shackelford
Laury & Jerry Shayne
Mary SheneWeld
Richard & Phoebe Shepard
Glen & Patricia Sheppard
Mike & Cindy Sherman
Zelda Sherman
Russ & Donna Sherwin
Helen C. Shoberg
Roger & Patricia Short
Peter & Andree Shrimpton
Kaye & George Shriver
Terry & Gerrie Sidwell
April Siebersma
S.A. Sikora
Gabriel & Angelina Silva
Richard Simkins
Jane A. Simmons
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We invite you to join the growing family of Yavapai College Foundation supporters and invest in the bright future
of our students, faculty and exceptional educational programs. There are many ways you can help:

• Give an unrestricted gift today
• �Designate a gift to a specific priority
•  Name YCF in your planned gift or will
• Become a Foundation/Auxiliary member
• Volunteer
• Donate labor, materials or services

For more information or to make a credit card donation, call (928) 776-2025.

support the Yavapai College Foundation
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William & Twyla Sizemore
William & Ruth Skibbe 
Skidmore’s Holiday Bowl
Jane & Jim Skinner
Robert & Jacquelyn Small
Bailey Smith
Carver & Hildegard Smith
Catherine Smith
Gloria Smith
Jessica Smith
May D. Smith
Phil & Sue Smith
Ron Smith
Tomas & Elaine Smith
Silas D. Snow
David Snyder, CPA, PLLC
Gary Snyder
David M. Solomon
John & Sheila Solomon
Mrs. Sheila Solomon
Jerry and Bonnie Somers
Southwest Sales, Inc.
Carl and Eleanor Spainhour
Harold & Carol Spangler
Roderick & Michele Spann
Jan & Scott Spaulding
Caryl Spears & Nancy McCabe
Daniel & Jordana Spencer
Jim & Pam Sprengelmeyer
S. Springer
Joseph Stack
John & Grace Stadnik
State Farm Companies 

Foundation
Ed & Dinah Stecki
Mary Steenhoek
Stan & Jan Steiner
Joanne Steinhaus
Jean Stephenson
Mary Gray Stephenson
Stepping Stone Mortgage, Inc.
W. Frederick Stevens
John & Barbara Stewart
Dr. Donald M. Stine
Joan Stinstrom
Stephen W. Stratton

Kim Stuit
James & Herchanna Sullivan
James & Ann Sult
Connie F. Sward
Cathy A. Sweeney
Michellinda Sylvester
Bette Talbert
Carol Tanaka
Mary C. Taylor
Michael & Jennifer Taylor
Edi Taylor-Richards
Ronald Tenney
Christine Terauchi
Connie & Bob Tacker
Te Frame And I
Bruce C. Toeny
Charles K. Tomas
Jess & Nitaray Tomas
Maria Tomas
Douglas & Karen Tompson
Ina Tompson & Rich Wolf
Oren & Ann Tompson
Sondra J. Tompson
George Tyden & Viola O'Leary
Barbara Tieman
Warren J. Tillquist
Joe & Ann Tomasic
Town Of Prescott Valley
Bruce & Patti Trahern
Janet Travis
Fran Trojanek
Karen Trout
John & Nancy True
Twin Oaks, Inc.
Bill & Barbara Uden
Mark Ugai, PC
Unisource Energy Services
United Way of Tucson & 

Southern Arizona
United Way of Yavapai County
Valley of the Sun United Way
Kathy L. Vance
Linda Vanderbloom
Vanguard Charitable 

Endowment Program
Robert Verbic

Verde Valley Medical Center
Jon & Maile Viela
Ed & Carolyn Viliborghi
Vipers Baseball Academy
Frank & Mary Vocca
Joseph Vocca
Phyllis Vosbeck & Kenneth Rau
Herbert & Tamara Voss
Richard & Alberta Waggoner
Ray & Cam Waguespack
Kenneth & Iris Walker
Sally Walker
Steve Walker & 

Denise Bussart-Walker
Wal-Mart Foundation
John & Candie Walter
John A. Walter
Walton Family Foundation
Elizabeth Walz
Patricia & James Ware
Louis & Bonnie Waterer
Prescott Valley Barbershop
Linda Weatbrook
Nancy Webb
Debra Hindleman Webster
Philip & Carlene Wehrli
Ralph J. Weiger
Bob & Ruth Weiss
Dr. Alex & Erika Weisskopf
Jim & Jeanne Welch
Wellesley College Class 1972
Janet Welsh
Ruth Welsh
William West
Michael & Joni Westcott
Western States Arts Federation 

(WESTAF)
Raymond & Kathleen Wherley
Sherwin & Heather White
Veronica Wilding White
Milton and La Rae Whitehead
Troy & Yvonne Whiting
Barbara K. Wich
Ruth Marie Wicks
Ron & Claudine Wiedman
Amy Willadsen

Janet Willadsen
David & Kathleen Williams
Fern Williams
Jack Williams & 

Patricia Ireland-Williams
Virginia H. Williams
Willow Creek Auto Spa, Inc.
D.E. & C.S. Wilson
Veronica Wilson
Barbara Wing
Eleanor Wing
Philip & Bette Winkelstern
Tomas & Roberta Winker
Bill Winkert
Louis & Karen Witwer
Roland & Phyllis Wood
Priscilla & Larry Wright
Richard & Loretta Wright
H.M. Wulf
David and Judith Wyse
Kathy Wyse
Rex & Fumie Yanaga
Yavapai College Bookstore
Yavapai College Faculty Association
Yavapai County Juvenile Probation
Yavapai County Medical Society
Yavapai Gaming Agency
Yavapai Prescott Indian Tribe
Yavapai Symphony Association
Brian & Elizabeth Yingling
Derek Young
Vicky Young
Michael Youngberg
Ronald & Regina Younger
Julia Youngman
Warren & Bonnie Zeller
Zions Management 

Services Company
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Annual Report Legacy League members have
established a bequest or
planned gift in the name of 
Yavapai College or the Yavapai
College Foundation.

Pat Nicolai Arntzen
Charles Babb - New Member
JoAnn Ball and Sandy Schulz
Carol M. Baltz - New Member
Bertalan-Tifft Trust
Charles Brennaaun - New Member
Jim and Deanne Brewster
Alan and Linda Buchanan
Jim and Beverly Burns
Jim Canterbury
William and Patricia Carpenter
Virginia Chanda - New Member
Duane and Linda Clark - 

New Members
Sanford and Terry Cohen
James Conley - New Member
Dora Curren
William Daw - New Member
De Rhoads Dolan
Wade and Crystal  Erickson
Dave Jan Gillum
Martin and Luida Gottlieb
Bob and Pam Haber
Judith Hardes
Ted and Billie Harris
Jenifer Kelley - New Member
Harold Hoffmeyer
Ray and Laura Kass
Toni Kaus and Mary Trevor
John and Katie Kelly
James and Helen Kipp - 

New Members
John and Lili La Tourette - 

New Members
Patricia  Law
David and Gail Lund 
John Sophie Machulies
Perry and Sandy Massie
Jim and Deb McCasland
Wayne  and Bev Meddaugh
Gerald and Joan Michelbrink
Bill and Carol Miller
Greg and Mary Lou Miller
Howard and Kate Moody - 

New Members
Rusty Neely - New Member

YCF Legacy League
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YCF Legacy League

Charles and Janet Peter
Art and JoAnn Peterson
Jean Phillips - New Member
Charles Post and 

Dr. Grace R. Lemmon
Keith and Geraldine Quail
Beryl Rae - New Member
James and Sharon Reeves - 

New Members
Joseph and Peg Rhodes
Earle and Jean Risdon - 

New Members
Jim and Doris Robak
Mel Shutz
Joan Shay
Jim and Christie Showalter
Van and Patricia Shriver
Jim and Jane Skinner - New Members
Ardell Smith
Toni Kaus and Mary Trevor
Linda Vanderbloom
Ed and Carolyn Viliborghi
Robin vonHellens
Ken Rau and Phyllis Vosbeck
Charles and Nancy Walker - 

New Members
Steve Walker and 

Denise Bussart-Walker
Ruth  Marie Wicks
Richard and Gloria Williams
Virginia Williams - New Member
Phillip and Bette Winkelstern - 

New Members
Michael and Liz Winney
Zach Wolfe
Richard and Loretta Wright
Sophie Young - New Member
Brad and Catherine Zettler

Give an Inspiring Gift
...become part of the 

Legacy League

Ginny Chanda
already made a
difference 
through 

teaching.

Now she’s 
leaving a 

legacy 
through
planned giving.

TO MAKE YOUR BEQUEST
to Yavapai College, please
use the following language:

“To the Yavapai College
Foundation in Prescott, AZ 
I give _____% of my estate.” 
Or you can name a fixed 
dollar amount.

Tax ID# 23-7232985

V irginia Val Chanda came to the
Yavapai College Verde Valley
Campus from Chicago in 1979

to fill the position of full-time English
instructor. Over the years, she taught
Composition, Creative Writing,
Introduction to Shakespeare, World
Literature and other courses in the
English program. 

With the creation of the Liberal Studies
Program in the early 1990s, she joined
the team teaching Western Civilization,
Technology and Human Values, and
Connections classes. From 1998 to 2001,
she served as division chair for Division I
at the Verde Valley Campus. 

An important part of Ginny’s teaching
philosophy is that writing teachers
should write. She used summers and
breaks to draft the first couple of her
novels. Since her retirement from Yavapai
College in 2006, Ginny has continued to
write fiction and, under the name Val
Chanda, published her first novel in
2011.

In leading by example, Ginny recently
pledged a future bequest to help establish
and endow the “Virginia Val Chanda
Faculty Emeritus Scholarship.” 

This makes her a direct part of Yavapai
College’s efforts to inspire people to care
about the future of education in our
community.

For more information about making a
bequest, a gift of life insurance or other
ways to include Yavapai College in your
estate plans, please contact Paul
Kirchgraber at (928) 717-7773 or 
Linda Buchanan at (928) 634-6530.



T
he Yavapai College
Foundation (YCF) held its
2011 annual meeting lunch-
eon on May 25 in the Susan
N. Webb Community Room

on the Prescott Campus. Dr. Jim Horton,
retiring Yavapai College president, congrat-
ulated and thanked the YCF Board mem-
bers, staff and volunteers for their superior
year of fundraising and support on behalf
of the College. “I have appreciated so much
the opportunity to work with the
Foundation during my six years as presi-
dent,” Horton stated. “I hope the YCF
Board and staff are as proud of all the great
work they have done for Yavapai College
during this time as I am.”

Foundation Executive Director Steve
Walker presented awards to individuals
whom he said, “have given tirelessly of
their precious time and resources to pro-
vide Yavapai College with a margin of
excellence in serving our students and
community.” As in years past, awardees
received beautiful hand-carved native bird
sculptures created by renowned wood carv-
er Bill Neeley.

The YCF Philanthropy Award was present-
ed to Mr. and Mrs. John Downing, Jr. The
Downings live in Texas and could not
attend the meeting, so Ron and Gennie
Fuemmeler and Rachel Wells accepted the
award on their behalf. YCF was the recipi-
ent of two commercial and residential real
estate properties from the Downings, for-
mer long-time Prescott residents. Mr. and
Mrs. Downing directed that the proceeds
from the sale of the properties, valued at
$630,000, be used to fund two new

endowed scholarships in honor of their
dear friends Ron and Gennie Fuemmeler
and Rachel and Fred Wells. Mrs.
Fuemmeler is a retired YC English instruc-
tor and Mr. and Mrs. Wells taught engrav-
ing in the YC Gunsmithing Program.

The YCF Service Award was presented to
Ray Waguespack, who has been a member
of the YCF auxiliary Friends of YC Art for
the past six years and served as its president
for the past four years. During his tenure as
president, significant accomplishments of
Friends included development of a beauti-
ful Sculpture Garden Guide with
Waguespack’s own photos of the garden
and sculptures; purchase and placement of
two new sculptures; construction of the
Phillips amphitheater and development of
design plans for Phase IV of the garden.
Construction is now underway.

The YCF Achievement Award was present-
ed to outgoing Roughrider Club President
Jim Welch. During his tenure, the success-
ful Roughrider Athletic Awards Banquet
was started to honor more than 100 out-
standing student athletes and to raise
money for athletic programs and student
scholarships. Also, an annual welcome
night event was started each August to
introduce student athletes to each other
and to Roughrider Club members and fans.
In addition, the Roughrider Club now
sponsors a float for student athletes to ride
on in the annual Prescott Christmas
parade. Also under Welch’s leadership, the
first endowed scholarship fund for student
athletes was instituted, and money raised
by the club was invested in improvements
to the baseball and softball fields; out of

yCF Honors 
Local Leaders 

for their Service to 

Yavapai College
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state travel for YC teams;
tournament sponsorships
and to purchase two sets
of national championship
rings for YC players. 

The YCF Spirit Award
was presented to Ruth
Wicks, who joined the
Greater Verde Valley
Chapter (GVVC) board
three years ago. Almost immediately after
joining, Wicks and her brother Jerry endowed
a nursing scholarship in honor of their moth-
er Ruth Whitten. Ms. Whitten was a nurse
decades ago at the Jerome hospital and
Clarkdale medical facility. In only her second
year on the GVVC board, Wicks ascended to
the presidency, and under her leadership the
chapter grew and matured significantly. They
held their first annual signature event, French
Flair in the Verde Countryside, which was a
big success in its first year. Also under her

leadership, the chapter
doubled the dollars
raised over the previ-
ous year.

YCF President Dr.
Richard Wright pre-
sented the final award,
the YCF Leadership
Award, to Dr. Jim
Horton, who is retiring
after 30 years as a com-
munity college chan-
cellor or president. His
many accomplishments
include the purchase of
the new 108,000
square-foot Career and
Technical Education
Center (CTEC) and the

revitalization of all YC vocational and techni-
cal programs; completion of the $69.5 million
bond program passed in 2000 and the dra-
matic expansion of online learning programs
throughout Yavapai County. 

“Jim has been an outstanding board member
of YCF,” Wright said. “He has been active on
committees and has been a generous personal
donor to many YCF programs. YCF has
grown in stature and credibility because Jim
has been steadfast in his position that the
Foundation is vitally important to the success
of the College.”

As a token of appreciation by YCF, Dr.
Horton was given a beautiful Hopi Wapamo
Kachina Doll from Bill Neeley’s private collec-
tion. Renowned Hopi carver Tino Youvella,
who still carves from his home in Polacca,
First Mesa, Ariz., carved the doll 50 years ago. 

Photos
Top: YCF Board President Dr. Richard Wright
(left) and YCF Executive Director Steve
Walker (right) present the YCF Leadership
Award to Dr. Jim Horton.

Bottom: Gennie Fuemmler (second from left),
Ron Fuemmler and Rachel Wells accept the
YCF Philanthropy Award on behalf of Mr. and
Mrs. John Downing, Jr. from Walker (left) and
Wright (right).

I have appreciated so
much the opportunity
to work with the
Foundation during my
six years as president.

- Dr. Jim Horton



The Friends of the Verde Art (FOVA) is a newly adopted aux-
iliary of the Yavapai College Foundation, and will raise funds
to support the Verde Valley Fine Arts program by promoting
and supporting the activities of the Art Gallery, the Art Club,
the Clay Club and educational activities of the Art
Department. During the
2010-11 academic year,
FOVA hosted Verde Art
Gallery artists’ receptions
to promote local artists
and FOVA activities. 

Friends of YC Art
kicked off the creation of
the Sculpture Garden
Phase IV by holding their
first “Evening in the
Garden” fundraiser in
October. Guests enjoyed
music, fine wine and hors
d’ouevres while celebrat-
ing the beauty of the Sculpture Garden and development
progress made to date. Planning has begun for another
“Evening” this fall. Proceeds from the event, along with a
$9,000 gift from the Yavapai-Prescott Tribe, allowed for the
commencement of Phase IV construction, scheduled to be
completed in Spring 2012. Sales of bricks and trees remain
strong and the completion of Phase IV will allow for more
donor opportunities. 

Friends of the Yavapai College Library (FOL) is the newest
auxiliary of the Yavapai College Foundation. Patsy Ray is lead-
ing the steering committee to recruit board members. In
February, FOL kicked off its membership drive with a recep-
tion co-hosted with The Literary Southwest Writers Series. The
event featured a private tour of collaborative broadsides by
international artists titled “Al –Mutanabbi Street Starts Here.”
The show’s curator and internationally renowned author and
poet, Beau Beausoleil, led the tour.

Friends of Music (FOM) provided funding for four choral and
four instrumental scholarships during the 2010-2011 fiscal
year through its “pocket change” campaign at the concerts. In
April, an anonymous donor endowed a choral scholarship in
honor of long-time YC Choral Director Dr. Will Fisher, who
retired after 27 years at YC. FOM raised additional resources,
and the scholarship is now funded at $57,431.

The Greater Verde Valley Chapter (GVVC) held its first
fundraising event, “French Flair in the Verde Countryside,” on

Oct. 28 at the Verde Valley Campus. Over 100 guests enjoyed
great food, wine, music, artwork and a silent auction. The
event raised $8,000, which will support the Viticulture
Program and scholarships. 

YCF and the GVVC received a
$110K Walton Family Foundation
grant to fund the Verde River
Economic Development Study. Of
the total award, $10,000 was direct-
ed to YCF for its role as fiscal agent.
The grant funded research work
aimed at protecting the tributaries
of the Colorado River, including the
Verde River. This is the first time
WFF has partnered with a commu-
nity college for such a study. 

The GVVC continued to raise
money for the Florence Nightingale
Scholarship fund and made its first

awards of $16,000 to Verde Valley nursing majors. This year,
the chapter raised an additional $16,000 in scholarship funds,
which it awarded to nursing majors for 2011-12. 

The Roughrider Club (RRC) contributed approximately
$26,000 to YC Athletics to fund several projects including new
turf in the baseball field around the dugouts and home plate
area; funding for the athletic director to meet monthly with the
Student Athlete Council; Softball National Championship
rings; and off-season travel for the soccer team to play in
California. 

The 3rd Annual Yavapai College Roughrider Club Athletic
Awards Banquet and Fundraiser held April 23 was again suc-
cessful, raising more than $5,000 for athletic scholarships.
More than 240 guests attended. RRC embarked on several
other projects, including an Athletic Department Kick-off cele-
bration in August, and a sponsored float in the Prescott
Christmas Parade, with more than 60 athletes, club members
and families participating. 

The Scholarship Committee hosted its first annual
Scholarship Reception in April to allow scholarship donors the
opportunity to meet students who have received scholarships
awards. Attendees enjoyed a gourmet brunch and music per-
formed by scholarship awardees. During FY 2010-11, YCF
added 18 new endowed scholarships, bringing the total num-
ber of endowed scholarships to 95. More than $160,000 will be
awarded to students in 2011-12.
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YCF Round-up

Attendees enjoy the Friends of YC Art event 
“Evening in the Garden.”
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I
t’s showtime again at the Yavapai College
Performance Hall! We’re kicking off the 20th sea-
son with a fabulous new look to the Hall and lots
of great shows to choose from! Rock and roll,
country and western music, comedy, jazz, blues
and classical … there is something for everyone!

With the season in full swing, join us for “The Official Blues
Brothers Review” on Fri., Oct. 21; the sultry sounds of Rio
with “Sergio Mendes” on Fri., Nov. 4; followed by the leg-
endary vocal harmonies of “The Four Freshmen” on Fri.,
Nov. 11. View the entire 2011-2012 season at 
yc.edu/communityevents.

yC Performance Hall

Miss your chance last year? The Mile High Talent Show (formerly “Prescott’s
Got Talent”) will be held this year on Nov. 19 at 7 p.m. in the Yavapai College
Performance Hall.  

Last year’s show featured 24 top-shelf acts with proceeds supporting the
Yavapai College Alumni Scholarship Fund. More than 300 attendees helped to
raise $5,000, and the goal for 2011 is to double that figure. 

Auditions for talented individuals looking to be a part of this year’s show will
be held on Oct. 19 and 20 from 5-9 p.m. in the Yavapai College Performance
Hall. A variety of acts will be selected to create a theatrical revue consisting of
music, dance, comedy, magic and skits.  

“We are very excited to see what this talented community will offer this year,
and performers will be eligible for some great prizes and awards thanks to our
current sponsors - Arizona’s Home Town Radio Group, Cable One, The Daily
Courier and StauffenbergStudio,” said Alumni Outreach Director Barbara
Claybaugh. “A cash award of $1,000 will be presented to the overall winner
and a lucky runner up act will receive $500.”

Ticket purchases are in support of the Yavapai College Scholarship Funds.
Tickets are $25 for adults and $15 for children.

View a short video highlighting last year’s performance at:
youtube.com/watch?v=7_YHtdAO9Qc

More information about auditions for the Mile High Talent Show can be
found at yc.edu/alumni-talent 

Ordering tickets for
Performance Hall events
is  easy. 

•  Call: (928) 776-2000 
•  Online at: 
yc.edu/communityevents.

•  On the Prescott Campus:  
The ticket office has             
relocated to the Welcome 
Center (Building 28-101), the 
first building on the right 
upon entering campus with    
easy access and parking. 
Open Mon.-Fri. from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. and at the 
Performance Hall one hour 
before showtime for last 
minute ticket sales.  

announcing “Mile High Talent Show”

Music legend Sergio Mendes
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THE YAVAPAI COLLEGE FOUNDATION

A strong Foundation means a strong College
Since 1972 YCF has been committed to excel-
lence in education and enhancing the opportuni-
ties of Yavapai College’s students, faculty and
local communities. The far-reaching scope of the
Foundation is evident through its diverse auxiliary
organizations and projects.

Scholarships from more than 90 endowed funds
benefit hundreds of students each year, with
almost $2 million awarded to deserving under-
graduates over the last two decades. Establish a
scholarship now!

Friends of Verde Arts assists Art Department
programs on the Verde Valley Campus and
Sedona Center for Arts and Technology, including
the Verde Art Gallery and Verde Sculpture
Garden. Join FOVA and support visual arts in the
Verde Valley!

Friends of YC Art supports students and faculty
in the Visual Arts Department. Friends also raises
money for the construction and management of
the Sculpture Garden. Help Friends complete the
purchase of two new sculptures for the Garden by
making a donation today.

Friends of the Yavapai College Library helps
the library provide programs and services that
connect the community to the library as a cultural
and literary center. Join this new auxiliary today!

Friends of Music supports Music Department
programs and students, including student scholar-
ships, instrumental and choral needs. Show your
ongoing support of YC music and become a
member today!

Greater Verde Valley Chapter (GVVC) raises
funds for campus programs in Cottonwood,
Clarkdale and Sedona. Help GVVC build their
much-needed book scholarship fund and Florence
Nightingale Nursing Scholarship Program!

The Roughrider Club supports student athletes,
teams and athletic facilities. Support YC’s
outstanding athletics program by getting involved
today.

Performing Arts Charitable Endowment (PACE)
supports YC Community Events’ ability to offer
high caliber entertainment and bring artistic
programs to thousands of area school children
each year. Give a gift today and help local stu-
dents experience culturally diverse educational
programs in which they may not otherwise 
participate.

President’s Priority Fund enables YC President
Penny Wills the flexibility to meet emerging 
strategic priorities of the College.

Legacy League members have established a
bequest or planned gift in the name of Yavapai
College or the Yavapai College Foundation. Make
a difference in someone’s life at Yavapai College
by joining this exclusive club today.

As Yavapai County and Yavapai College grow, the
need for a strong and financially supportive
Foundation has never been greater.

Become a member of the Yavapai College
Foundation and give a gift today! Gifts are tax
deductible.

For additional information, contact the Foundation
Office at (928) 776-2025 or visit yc.edu/ycf


