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2 Comments

 

• •

Uncle Noodle •  

Santa Fe College (of Florida) does seem to be unique among community

colleges, although calling the institution a community college may mislead. This

may be why the school avoids the label when referring to itself. Many CCs are

closely coupled with local businesses operating in the locales they serve. This

leads to inefficiencies and more than a little waste. IBM can negotiate for on-site

degree programs that are more expensive than the general costs. SFC seems

to be more closely linked to the University of Florida than to local businesses.

That influence seems most beneficial in maintaining excellent transfer,

completion rates, and other metrics.

I am hungry for more data from SFC. The college website reports that they offer

a full range of certification as well as degree programs. I wonder what percent

of students take remedial courses before matriculating and how the college's

resources are allocated. I would be happy to see a follow-up article, CHE.

This story gives me hope. Some community colleges do succeed and not by

throwing more money at the problems. This success seems to emerge from

academic rigor, persistent hands-on mentoring and a partnership with a single

university.

www.adjunctularnoodling.com

   

• •

flaprof •  

Santa Fe College is technically (and officially) no longer a community college

(so one wonders how it qualified for this award). Nearly all of the former

community colleges in Florida now offer a wide range of 4-year degrees in

addition to the AA, AS and AAS. In fact, the state now calls all of these

institutions "State Colleges" and governs them entirely separately from the 12

state universities. This is why "community college" no longer appears in the

names of these institutions.

Nevertheless, these institutions have nearly "open enrollment" from Florida high

schools and many, many students take what might be termed "remedial"

courses (which the state university system institutions are prohibited from

offering). Still, many, many students at these institutions get AA degrees and

transfer to the state university system institutions (of which UF is the most

prominent). Santa Fe is lucky to be near Gainesville (it's main campus is

actually about 20 min north of the UF campus) and to have a good relationship

with its SUS partner.
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