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Yavapai College Alumni Profile: 
Valerie Rettman, Data Processing, 1969-71 
 
Years Attended: 14969-71 

Area of Study: Data Processing 

Email: retval@yahoo.com 

 
“After graduating with an A.A. degree at YC, I transferred to NAU, and received a 
B.S. in Biology & Business Education in 1973, then a MA in Business Education 
in 1977. 
 
After finishing school, I taught at a private school in 
Flagstaff, then an elementary school in Magdalena, NM, 
then an elementary school in Bridgeport, CA, then an 
elementary school in Hailey, ID, and finally at HS 
Special Ed in Glennallen, AK. 
 
Presently I teach in Mat-Su School Dist in Wasilla, AK. 
 
I plan to retire after the school year 2011-12. I am 
happily married to Gary Powell, a surveyor, whom I met 
in Alaska nine years ago. We split our time between a home in Wasilla and a 
remote cabin near the base of Mount McKinley just outside Denali National Park. 
 
I sure had a lot of fun as a YC cheerleader with Deena Ingerson, Julie Fuson, 
Wendy Smith, Colleen Hamilton, and Candi Tucker. As a data processing 
student at YC, we did not have our own computer at the time. We typed up our 
punch cards in Prescott and drove to Phoenix to run the cards through a 
computer, which took up a whole room! We've certainly come a long way with 
laptops, Blackberries, etc. 
 



	  

	  

My biology teacher, Mr. Duran, who came from a high school in Tucson, 
influenced me to continue on with my higher education beyond YC. I was 
originally majoring in data processing and was planning to return to Kingman, 
where I graduated from high school, to work in the Mohave County offices 
computerizing their records. Instead, I transferred to NAU and majored in Biology 
and became a teacher. 
 
I was so proud to be in the charter graduating class of Yavapai College. You've 
come a long way from dorm rooms in the Hassayampa Hotel and classrooms all 
over town – Whipple, Yavapai County offices, etc. It was an adventure I'll never 
forget!” 
 
My email address: rettval@yahoo.com. 
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