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PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE FOR ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATION AND EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS BY STATE 
The Associate of Arts in Elementary Education degree is designed for students 
interested in elementary education who are preparing to transfer to one of the 
Arizona public universities to complete a baccalaureate program and qualify for an 
Arizona teaching certificate. 

Associate of Arts in Elementary Education 
Early Childhood Education Advanced Certificate  
Early Childhood Education Basic Certificate  

LICENSING/REGISTRY AGENCY 
These are the official state licensure websites or departments where you can 
find Education and Early Childhood program licensure information: 

Click on Licensing Departments for access to licensure page. 

State Licensing Departments Meets Does Not Meet 
Alabama Alabama State Department of Education  X 
Alaska Alaska Department of Education & Early 

Development 
 X 

Arizona Arizona Department of Education – 
Certification 

X  

Arkansas Arkansas Department of Education – Educator 
Licensure 

 X 

California California Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing 

 X 

Colorado Colorado Department of Education – Educator 
Licensing 

 X 

Connecticut Connecticut State Department of Education – 
Certification 

 X 

Delaware Delaware Department of Education – 
Licensure & Certification 

 X 

District of Columbia Office of the State Superintendent of  X 

https://catalog.yc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=28&poid=8642
https://catalog.yc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=28&poid=8681
https://catalog.yc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=28&poid=8682
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/teacher-center/teacher-certification/out-of-state-certificate/
https://education.alaska.gov/teachercertification/certification/teaching-certificates#osprof
https://education.alaska.gov/teachercertification/certification/teaching-certificates#osprof
https://www.azed.gov/educator-certification/forms-and-information/certificates/#OutOfState
https://www.azed.gov/educator-certification/forms-and-information/certificates/#OutOfState
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/educator-effectiveness/pathways-to-licensure
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/educator-effectiveness/pathways-to-licensure
https://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/leaflets/multiple-subject-teaching-cred-(cl-561)#:%7E:text=Reciprocity%20means%20the%20recognition%20of,Interstate%20Agreement%20for%20Educator%20Licensure
https://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/leaflets/multiple-subject-teaching-cred-(cl-561)#:%7E:text=Reciprocity%20means%20the%20recognition%20of,Interstate%20Agreement%20for%20Educator%20Licensure
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeprof/coloradoreciprocity#:%7E:text=Reciprocity%20means%20the%20recognition%20of,Interstate%20Agreement%20for%20Educator%20Licensure
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeprof/coloradoreciprocity#:%7E:text=Reciprocity%20means%20the%20recognition%20of,Interstate%20Agreement%20for%20Educator%20Licensure
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Certification/Bureau-of-Certification/Interstate-Flexibility-and-CT-Reciprocity#:%7E:text=Reciprocity%20means%20the%20recognition%20of,Interstate%20Agreement%20for%20Educator%20Licensure
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Certification/Bureau-of-Certification/Interstate-Flexibility-and-CT-Reciprocity#:%7E:text=Reciprocity%20means%20the%20recognition%20of,Interstate%20Agreement%20for%20Educator%20Licensure
https://education.delaware.gov/educators/k12-licensing-and-careers/
https://education.delaware.gov/educators/k12-licensing-and-careers/
https://osse.dc.gov/page/initial-teacher-credential#:%7E:text=Reciprocity%20means%20the%20recognition%20of,Interstate%20Agreement%20for%20Educator%20Licensure
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Education (OSSE) 
Florida Florida Department of Education – Educator 

Certification 
 X 

Georgia Georgia Professional Standards Commission  X 
Hawaii Hawaii Teacher Standards Board  X 
Idaho Idaho State Department of Education – 

Certification 
 X 

Illinois Illinois State Board of Education – Educator 
Licensure 

 X 

Indiana Indiana Department of Education – Licensing  X 
Iowa Iowa Board of Educational Examiners  X 
Kansas Kansas State Department of Education  X 
Kentucky Kentucky Education Professional Standards 

Board 
 X 

Louisiana Louisiana Department of Education – 
Educator Certification 

 X 

Maine Maine Department of Education – Certification  X 
Maryland Maryland State Department of Education – 

Certification 
 X 

Massachusetts Massachusetts Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education 

 X 

Michigan Michigan Department of Education – 
Office of Educator Excellence 

  X 

Minnesota Minnesota Professional Educator Licensing 
and Standards Board 

 X 

Mississippi Mississippi Department of Education – 
Educator Licensure 

 X 

Missouri Missouri Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education 

 X 

Montana Montana Office of Public Instruction – 
Educator Licensure 

 X 

Nebraska Nebraska Department of Education – 
Educator Certification 

               X 

Nevada Nevada Department of Education – Educator 
Licensure 

 X 

New Hampshire New Hampshire Department of Education – 
Bureau of Credentialing 

 X 

New Jersey New Jersey Department of Education – 
Certification 

 X 

New Mexico New Mexico Public Education Department – 
Licensure 

 X 

New York New York State Education Department – Office 
of Teaching Initiatives 

 X 

North Carolina North Carolina Department of Public 
Instruction – Licensure 

 X 

https://osse.dc.gov/page/initial-teacher-credential#:%7E:text=Reciprocity%20means%20the%20recognition%20of,Interstate%20Agreement%20for%20Educator%20Licensure
https://www.fldoe.org/teaching/certification/pathways-routes/teacher-edu-program-graduates.stml#:%7E:text=Reciprocity%20means%20the%20recognition%20of,Interstate%20Agreement%20for%20Educator%20Licensure
https://www.fldoe.org/teaching/certification/pathways-routes/teacher-edu-program-graduates.stml#:%7E:text=Reciprocity%20means%20the%20recognition%20of,Interstate%20Agreement%20for%20Educator%20Licensure
https://www.gapsc.com/Certification/TieredCertification/induction.aspx
https://hawaiiteacherstandardsboard.org/content/permits-and-license-types/
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/cert-psc/cert/apply/index.html
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/cert-psc/cert/apply/index.html
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Educator-Licensure.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Educator-Licensure.aspx
https://www.in.gov/doe/educators/educator-licensing/teacher/#out-of-state
https://educate.iowa.gov/educator-licensure/licenses-authorizations#out-of-state
https://www.ksde.org/Agency/Division-of-Learning-Services/Teacher-Licensure-and-Accreditation/Licensure/License-Application#out-of-state
http://www.epsb.ky.gov/mod/page/view.php?id=117&OutOfState#out-of-state
http://www.epsb.ky.gov/mod/page/view.php?id=117&OutOfState#out-of-state
https://www.teachlouisiana.net/Teachers.aspx?PageID=3203#out-of-state
https://www.teachlouisiana.net/Teachers.aspx?PageID=3203#out-of-state
https://www.maine.gov/doe/cert/
https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/about/Pages/DEE/Certification/index.aspx
https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/about/Pages/DEE/Certification/index.aspx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/licensure/apply-check-status-license.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/licensure/apply-check-status-license.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Out_Of_State_Applicants_534635_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Out_Of_State_Applicants_534635_7.pdf
https://mn.gov/pelsb/aspiring-educators/requirements/
https://mn.gov/pelsb/aspiring-educators/requirements/
https://www.mdek12.org/OEL/Apply-for-an-Educator-License
https://www.mdek12.org/OEL/Apply-for-an-Educator-License
https://dese.mo.gov/educator-quality/certification/routes-certification
https://dese.mo.gov/educator-quality/certification/routes-certification
https://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Licensure/Educator-Licensure
https://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Licensure/Educator-Licensure
https://cdn.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/TCERT-Manual.pdf
https://cdn.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/TCERT-Manual.pdf
https://doe.nv.gov/educator-licensure
https://doe.nv.gov/educator-licensure
https://nhdoepm.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/CHD/pages/190447701/Out-of-state%2BApplicant
https://nhdoepm.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/CHD/pages/190447701/Out-of-state%2BApplicant
https://www.nj.gov/education/license/out/reciprocity.htm
https://www.nj.gov/education/license/out/reciprocity.htm
https://web.ped.nm.gov/bureaus/licensure/
https://web.ped.nm.gov/bureaus/licensure/
http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/certificate/teachrecother.html
http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/certificate/teachrecother.html
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/educators/educators-licensure/beginning-process-educators-license
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/educators/educators-licensure/beginning-process-educators-license
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North Dakota North Dakota Education Standards and 
Practices Board 

 X 

Ohio Ohio Department of Education – Educator 
Licenses 

 X 

Oklahoma Oklahoma State Department of Education – 
Teacher Certification 

 X 

Oregon Oregon Teacher Standards and Practices 
Commission 

 X 

Pennsylvania Pennsylvania Department of Education – 
Certification 

 X 

Rhode Island Rhode Island Department of Education – 
Certification 

 X 

South Carolina South Carolina Department of Education – 
Educator Licensure 

 X 

South Dakota South Dakota Department of Education – 
Certification 

 X 

Tennessee Tennessee Department of Education – 
Educator Licensing 

 X 

Texas Texas Education Agency – Educator 
Certification 

 X 

 

Utah 
Utah State Board of Education – Educator 
Licensing 

 X 

Vermont Vermont Agency of Education – Licensing  X 

Virginia Virginia Department of Education – Licensure  X 

Washington Washington Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction 

 X 

West Virginia West Virginia Department of Education – 
Certification 

 X 

 

Wisconsin 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction – 
Educator Licensing 

 X 

Wyoming Wyoming Professional Teaching Standards 
Board 

 X 

https://www.nd.gov/espb/licensure/license-information/types-licenses
https://www.nd.gov/espb/licensure/license-information/types-licenses
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Teaching/Licensure/Out-of-State-Licensure
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Teaching/Licensure/Out-of-State-Licensure
https://oklahoma.gov/education/services/teacher-certification/teacher-certification-forms-and-applications.html#otherstate
https://oklahoma.gov/education/services/teacher-certification/teacher-certification-forms-and-applications.html#otherstate
https://www.oregon.gov/tspc/LIC/Pages/Out-of-State.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/tspc/LIC/Pages/Out-of-State.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Educators/Certification/OutOfState/Pages/Completed-Approved-Preparation-Program-Outside-of-Pennsylvania.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Educators/Certification/OutOfState/Pages/Completed-Approved-Preparation-Program-Outside-of-Pennsylvania.aspx
https://ride.ri.gov/teachers-administrators/educator-certification/how-get-certified#23212-reciprocity
https://ride.ri.gov/teachers-administrators/educator-certification/how-get-certified#23212-reciprocity
https://ed.sc.gov/educators/teaching-in-south-carolina/program/
https://ed.sc.gov/educators/teaching-in-south-carolina/program/
https://doe.sd.gov/certification/documents/RECIPROCITY-%20ED.pdf
https://doe.sd.gov/certification/documents/RECIPROCITY-%20ED.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/education/educators/licensing.html
https://www.tn.gov/education/educators/licensing.html
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-educators/certification
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-educators/certification
https://schools.utah.gov/licensing
https://schools.utah.gov/licensing
https://education.vermont.gov/educator-licensure/become-a-vermont-educator/reciprocity
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/teaching-in-virginia/licensure/licensing-services
https://www.k12.wa.us/certification/teacher-certificate/out-state-applicants-teachers/residency-teacher-out-state
https://www.k12.wa.us/certification/teacher-certificate/out-state-applicants-teachers/residency-teacher-out-state
https://wvde.us/certification/certification-info/application-forms/form-20r-application-instructions/
https://wvde.us/certification/certification-info/application-forms/form-20r-application-instructions/
https://dpi.wi.gov/licensing
https://dpi.wi.gov/licensing
https://wyomingptsb.com/licensure/becoming-licensed/
https://wyomingptsb.com/licensure/becoming-licensed/
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These jurisdictions may have unique healthcare regulatory frameworks but align 
with U.S. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) standards or use 
national certification bodies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U.S. Territories Licensing/Registry Agency Licensure Details Meets Does Not Meet 

American Samoa American Samoa Department of 
Education 
 
 

Licensure required 
for all public school 
educators, including 
early childhood; 
requires degree, 
certification exam, 
and teacher prep 
program. 

 X 

Guam Guam Commission for Educator 
Certification (GCEC) 

Licensure required 
for public school and 
early childhood 
teachers; must meet 
local and federally 
aligned standards. 

 X 

Northern Mariana 
Islands 

CNMI Public School System – Human 
Resources and Certification Office 

Teachers must be 
certified through 
GCEC; includes early 
childhood educators. 
Requires education 
credentials and 
testing. 

 X 

U.S. Virgin Islands U.S. Virgin Islands Department of 
Education – Division of Human 
Resources 

Educator licensure 
required; early 
childhood educators 
must meet 
qualification 
standards and apply 
for teaching 
credentials. 

 X 

https://www.amsamoa.edu/
https://www.amsamoa.edu/
https://gcec.guam.gov/services-resources/certification
https://gcec.guam.gov/services-resources/certification
https://www.cnmipss.org/state-boe-certification
https://www.cnmipss.org/state-boe-certification
https://myviboe.com/apply-for-certification/
https://myviboe.com/apply-for-certification/
https://myviboe.com/apply-for-certification/
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PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE FOR NURSING 
PROGRAMS BY STATE 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing - BSN 
Nursing - AAS 
Practical Nursing Fast Track Certificate 
Practical Nursing Transition Certificate 

BOARDS OF NURSING 
Nursing licensure (Registered Nurse [RN], Licensed Practical Nurse [LPN], etc.) is 
managed by each state's Board of Nursing, and all states require passing the 
NCLEX exam (administered by the NCSBN) in addition to meeting education and 
clinical requirements. 

Click on Board Name for access to licensure page. 

State Board Name Meets Does Not Meet 
Alabama Alabama Board of Nursing X  
Alaska Alaska Board of Nursing  X 
Arizona Arizona State Board of Nursing X  
Arkansas Arkansas State Board of Nursing X  
California California Board of Registered Nursing  X 
Colorado Colorado State Nursing Board X  
Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing  X 
Delaware Delaware Board of Nursing X  
District of Columbia District of Columbia Board of Nursing  X 

Florida Florida Board of Nursing X  
Georgia Georgia Board of Nursing X  
Hawaii Hawaii Board of Nursing  X 
Idaho State of Idaho Board of Nursing X  
Illinois Illinois Board of Nursing  X 
Indiana Indiana State Board of Nursing X  
Iowa Iowa Board of Nursing X  
Kansas Kansas Board of Nursing X  
Kentucky Kentucky Board of Nursing X  
Louisiana Louisiana State Board of Nursing X  
Maine State of Maine Board of Nursing  X 

https://catalog.yc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=28&poid=8765
https://catalog.yc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=28&poid=8765
https://catalog.yc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=28&poid=8662
https://catalog.yc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=28&poid=8772
https://catalog.yc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=28&poid=8763
https://www.ncsbn.org/bon-member-details/Alabama
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/cbpl/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardofNursing.aspx
https://www.azbn.gov/licenses-and-certifications/apply-for-a-license
https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/programs-services/topics/arsbn-licensing
https://www.rn.ca.gov/applicants/index.shtml
https://dpo.colorado.gov/Nursing/RNApplications
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Practitioner-Licensing--Investigations/Registered-Nurse/Registered-Nurse-Licensure
https://dpr.delaware.gov/boards/nursing/
https://dchealth.dc.gov/node/323012
https://floridasnursing.gov/licensing/licensed-practical-nurse-registered-nurse-by-examination/
https://sos.ga.gov/how-to-guide/how-guide-registered-nurse
https://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/boards/nursing/application_publications/
https://dopl.idaho.gov/bon/
https://idfpr.illinois.gov/profs/nursing.html
https://www.in.gov/pla/professions/nursing-home/
https://nursing.iowa.gov/licensure/exam-nclex
https://ksbn.kansas.gov/initial-application/
https://kbn.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.lsbn.state.la.us/
https://www.maine.gov/boardofnursing/licensing/examination.html
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Maryland Maryland Board of Nursing X  

Massachusetts Massachusetts Board of Registration in Nursing  X 

Michigan Michigan Department of Licensing and 
Regulatory Affairs - Health Professions 
Licensing 

 X 

 

Minnesota Minnesota Board of Nursing  X 
Mississippi Mississippi Board of Nursing X  

Missouri Missouri Nursing of Board X  
Montana Montana Board of Nursing X  

Nebraska Nebraska Department of Health and Human 
Services 

X  

Nevada Nevada State Board of Nursing  X 

New Hampshire New Hampshire Board of Nursing X  

New Jersey New Jersey Board of Nursing  X 

New Mexico New Mexico Board of Nursing X  

New York New York State Board of Nursing X  

North Carolina North Carolina Board of Nursing X  

North Dakota North Dakota Board of Nursing X  

Ohio Ohio Board of Nursing  X 

Oklahoma Oklahoma Board of Nursing X  

Oregon Oregon State Board of Nursing  X 

Pennsylvania Pennsylvania State Board of Nursing  X 

Rhode Island State of Rhode Island Department of Health - Nursing  X 

South Carolina South Carolina Board of Nursing X  

South Dakota South Dakota Board of Nursing X  

Tennessee Tennessee Board of Nursing X  

Texas Texas Board of Nursing X  

 

Utah 
Utah Department of Commerce - Division of 
Occupational and Professional Licensing - Nursing 

X  

Vermont Vermont Board of Nursing  X 

Virginia Virginia Board of Nursing X  

Washington Washington Board of Nursing  X 

West Virginia West Virginia Board of Registered Nurses X  

 

Wisconsin 

State of Wisconsin Department 
of Safety and Professional Services - Board of Nursing 

X  

Wyoming Wyoming State Board of Nursing X  

https://mbon.maryland.gov/Pages/licensure-by-exam.aspx
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-a-nursing-license-by-exam
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/-/media/Project/Websites/lara/bpl/Nursing/Licensing-Info-and-Forms/Nursing-Licensing-Guide.pdf?rev=fee4f6681fb346778b5346b11cdc3ca1&hash=6C7AFEDD059BDEFB7F7381BCF6EAC84E
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/-/media/Project/Websites/lara/bpl/Nursing/Licensing-Info-and-Forms/Nursing-Licensing-Guide.pdf?rev=fee4f6681fb346778b5346b11cdc3ca1&hash=6C7AFEDD059BDEFB7F7381BCF6EAC84E
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/-/media/Project/Websites/lara/bpl/Nursing/Licensing-Info-and-Forms/Nursing-Licensing-Guide.pdf?rev=fee4f6681fb346778b5346b11cdc3ca1&hash=6C7AFEDD059BDEFB7F7381BCF6EAC84E
https://mn.gov/boards/nursing/licensure/apply-for-a-license/apply-by-exam.jsp
https://www.msbn.ms.gov/licensure/what-licensure-examination
https://pr.mo.gov/nursing-licensure-rn.asp
https://boards.bsd.dli.mt.gov/nursing/license-information/rn
https://www.nebraska.gov/rules-and-regs/regsearch/Rules/Health_and_Human_Services_System/Title-172/Chapter-097.pdf
https://www.nebraska.gov/rules-and-regs/regsearch/Rules/Health_and_Human_Services_System/Title-172/Chapter-097.pdf
https://nevadanursingboard.org/
https://www.oplc.nh.gov/board-nursing-forms-and-other-documents
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/regulations/Chapter-37-New-Jersey-Board-of-Nursing.pdf
https://www.bon.nm.gov/
https://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/nurse/nurseforms.htm
https://www.ncbon.com/
https://www.ndlegis.gov/information/acdata/html/54-03.2.html
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/chapter-4723-5
https://oklahomarules.blob.core.windows.net/titlepdf/Title_485.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/osbn/Pages/laws-rules.aspx
http://www.dos.pa.gov/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardsCommissions/Nursing/Pages/default.aspx#.Vp_Fp_krKUk
https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/216-40-05-3
https://llr.sc.gov/nurse/
https://www.sdbon.org/
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/1000/1000-01.20210630.pdf
https://www.bon.texas.gov/pdfs/law_rules_pdfs/rules_regulations_pdfs/April%202022%20Rules%20and%20Regulations.pdf
https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/bulletin/2010/20100601/33631.htm
https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/bulletin/2010/20100601/33631.htm
https://sos.vermont.gov/nursing/forms-instructions/
https://www.dhp.virginia.gov/Boards/Nursing/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-840
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/WVCODE/code.cfm?chap=30&art=7&1
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/n/1.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/n/1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJIieWDpHP0_VDExhvMR8aVQfBAvybOZ/view
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These U.S. territories maintain licensing boards or departments that regulate the 
nursing profession, and most follow NCLEX testing and NCSBN guidelines similar 
to U.S. states. 

 

 

U.S. Territories Board Name Licensure Details Meets Does Not Meet 

American Samoa American Samoa Board of Nursing Licensure required. 
Must complete an 
approved nursing 
program and pass 
licensing exams; board 
aligned with U.S. 
NCLEX standards. 

 X 

Guam Guam Board of Nurse Examiners Licensure required. 
Nurses must meet 
local standards and 
may be required to 
obtain NCSBN/NCLEX 
recognition. 

 X 

Northern Mariana 
Islands 

Northern Mariana Islands Board of Nursing Licensure required. 
Must pass the NCLEX 
and meet continuing 
education 
requirements. 

 X 

Puerto Rico Puerto Rico Board of Nurse Examiners Licensure required. 
Requires graduation 
from an approved 
program and 
successful completion 
of NCLEX. 

 X 

U.S. Virgin Islands U.S. Virgin Islands Board of Nursing 
Licensure 

Licensure required. 
Must complete a 
nursing program and 
pass the NCLEX; 
license renewal 
requires CEUs. 

 X 

https://asbar.org/regulation-section/title-31-profession/chapter-04-health-services/
http://dphss.guam.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/GBNE-Application-Updated-2019.pdf
https://nmibon.info/licensure-documents/
https://www.salud.pr.gov/CMS/126
https://doh.vi.gov/sites/default/files/RN_LPN_Endorsement_Application.pdf
https://doh.vi.gov/sites/default/files/RN_LPN_Endorsement_Application.pdf
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