
 

 

    

 

 

School of Arts and Humanities 
Joshua Harper, Associate Professor of Choral Music, shared exciting news. Joshua’s first, 
peer-reviewed article was published by the National Collegiate Choral Organization (NCCO)’s 
The Choral Scholar. The article (below) is excerpted from Joshua’s dissertation. Joshua thanks 
you for your continued support as a young faculty member in academia at Yavapai College. 

the-choral-scholar-vo
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School of Career and Technical Education 
• Spencer Coffin, UAS/AVT (Drones and Airplanes) Instructor, recently submitted his 

senior research paper at ASU on 3D printed fixed-wing UAS, capable of autonomous 
flight and practical applications. His goal was to combine two emerging technologies and 
to implement them into YC curriculum. This project took Spencer 4+ months conducting 
research and testing, after work hours and on some weekends. The most challenging 
aspect was printing an airfoil that is both the correct weight and strength.  Please see 
finished product below. 
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School of Social Sciences 

• Laraine Herring, Professor of Psychology and Creative Writing, completed the first 8-week 
module, Artist as Leader, as part of the year-long Creative Catalyst Certification program 
through the University of North Carolina School of the Arts. 

 

Lifelong Learning/OLLI/Community Education Highlights  
• OLLI’s own Paul Friedman and Neal Simon, author and Independent candidate for US 

Senate in Maryland, presented There’s Hope: The Best New Ways to Fix America’s Broken 
Political System” on December 2 to an audience of over 55 OLLI members and friends. This 
special interactive online event was organized prior to the November 3 Presidential Election 
to help open up the political arena for civil discourse, creative problem-solving, and common 
sense collaboration.  Nearly $1,000 was raised in this special education fundraiser with all 
proceeds benefitted OLLI Sedona•Verde Valley.  

 

 

• OLLI Sedona•Verde Valley recently produced a new OLLI Online brochure to promote 
OLLI during the pandemic. As the Verde Valley and Sedona communities experience 
interested attention and growth in real estate, the brochures will be given to realtors, 
Chambers of Commerce, and lodging sites for their distribution to prospective and new 
residents. Kicked off a New Program Friday Faculty Lounge on Oct. 23.  This zoom-
based social gathering is designed to connect our facilitators during this season of online 
learning.  

 



 

 
 

 
• Registration for Prescott Community Education opened December 14 and classes 

will begin 2/1/21. They offer 60 courses Spring 2021, and 20 courses are brand new. 
We have six faculty teaching a non-credit course for CommEd this spring, including a 
mini certificate on video marketing for small businesses.  

YC Companion courses are open for registration right now. We are offering 28 credit 
courses to the non-credit community. YC Companion courses begin 1/19/21. Go to 
www.yc.edu/commed to register. 

Currently in the works for spring, we plan to offer numerous re-certification courses 
designed for EMT’s, nurses and first responders, and advanced training workshops for 
healthcare providers. More to come on these important trainings. 

• Winter Session Flyer/Enrollments - Prescott OLLI had a total of 1,700  
enrollments for Fall 1 and Fall 2, with a total of 78 classes (6-weeks typically)  
33 workshops (1-week). The winter session flyer became available  
mid-December, offering 45 6-week classes and 22 workshops. Spring  
session is still in the planning stages. OLLI continues to strive to add interesting  
and diverse content, engage new volunteer facilitators, and expand outreach  
to the retired community who have been isolated during this pandemic.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.yc.edu/commed


 

• New Initiatives – OLLI initiated a Social Connections committee early  
in the pandemic, which created new ways to connect with members,  
including a weekly online calendar of activities, a Facebook group, a  
calling tree, and weekly online trivia games. The Social Committee  
added monthly Zoom birthday parties, and hosted a Zoom  
wreath making event in December. They are about to kick off another round of  
outreach, to try to reach and engage those who are not participating with us.  

OLLI initiated a fundraising campaign, which included an event on  
December 10 showcasing a local film maker, OLLI member John Krizek,  
and his new film, Prescott Arizona, Mecca of Western Art.  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Library and Office of Instructional Support 

 
 

 
 

• The First Year Faculty @YC cohort met on Friday, November 20, 2020 to discuss 
elements of design within their online courses with Jared Reynolds, Instructional 
Designer in the Teaching and eLearning department.  In addition, Dean Stacey Hilton 
provided updated information related to academics as faculty gear up for the 
spring 2021 semester.  The First Year Faculty @YC is an annual orientation 
program targeting full-time faculty in their first year of teaching at Yavapai College.  



 

 

YC Performing Arts Center 
• The graphs below are two images that illustrate how we are growing the Yavapai Live 

viewership and where those viewers are coming from.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Student Success 
• High school groups from Mayer and Prescott attended early college day’s events at the 

Prescott campus in November. The visits provided an opportunity for the students to see 
some of the campus and get hands-on enrollment and placement testing assistance. 

 

 


