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Proud grandparents Bill and Anita Williams sent the following newspaper article to let us 

know that their grandson, Yavapai College graduate Tim 

Williams, has achieved great success in his career with the 

Fort Mojave Indian Tribe. “As Tim Williams' grandparents we 

are very proud of his accomplishments, and we remember it 

started at Yavapai College, and the Prescott Yavapai Indian 

Tribe was also very instrumental in his progress.” 

 

Busy first year for FMIT Council Chairman, Timothy 
Williams 

NEEDLES, Calif. - This month marks the first year Timothy 

"Tim" Williams has served as chairman of the Fort Mojave 

Indian Tribe (FMIT) since being elected to that four-year post 

on June 2, 2007 by tribal officials and and it has been a busy 12 months for the 29 year-

old father of four, who continues to work with tribal officials and the administration on 

growth plans that benefit both the regional economy and the tribe's membership. 

Of a number of future projects he is overseeing as tribal chairman, one is the 

proposed new casino on FMIT-owned land four and one-half miles west of Needles on 

the south side of Interstate 40. Another is a possible future industrial park. "Obviously, 

with how the economy is doing right now, we hope to benefit both the City of Needles 

and the tribe with the casino's close proximity," said Williams. 

If all the required approvals are obtained in the coming months, the Fort Mojave Indian 

Tribe would be the first Indian tribe in the nation to develop casinos in three contiguous 

states - California, Nevada and Arizona (Spirit Mountain Casino in Mohave Valley on the 

reservation). 



	
  

	
  

"Hopefully, everything will work out and benefit both communities (Needles and 

the tribe). That's what we're looking at. We have Indian gaming but we simply use it as a 

tool to help with the social and economic benefits for the tribe," he said. "We don't know 

how long Indian gaming is going to be here. Laws may change. That's why we're 

diversifying and you see all the different businesses we have right now. We have those 

for a reason. If something goes down, we'll definitely have those (businesses) to sustain 

our way of life as tribal members," he explained. 

Williams' educational background and disciplined leadership skills have prepared 

him for his duties as the top administrative leader of the FMIT, however, prior to pursuing 

his higher education at an Arizona college and later at a university, Williams had been 

undecided on a career. His parents' solid foundation accounted for the solid foundation 

that characterized his youth. His father, in fact, is a minister and former member of the 

Tribal Council. Nevertheless, Williams was unsure at the age of 20 as to what direction 

he should take. "I didn't think I had the discipline to succeed in life ... and at a very young 

age, I felt that I needed to do more," he recalled. "I suppose I had ambitions but I didn't 

have that discipline within myself." Williams decided that serving his country would 

provide the discipline he needed. "I thought about this in my room and the next day, I 

went and signed up and about three weeks later, I was in boot camp at the U.S. Marine 

Corps Recruit Depot in San Diego," he recalled. 

Once he was out of boot camp, he went to Camp Pendleton for training as an 

infantryman. Afterwards, fortune smiled on Williams when the Marine Corps stationed 

him at Twenty-nine Palms east of Barstow, CA. This allowed him to visit his family "down 

the road" in Mohave Valley often before he was subsequently transported in January 

2003 to Kuwait at the time the war in Iraq was just starting. "We were on the border and 

crossed it about the time the announcement was made that we were going to war. We 

went through all of Iraq and ended up in Tikrit," said Williams, whose enlistment expired 

in August 2003. Upon returning home, he decided to serve his native tribe. On June 2, 

2007, tribal members elected him as chairman of the Fort Mojave Tribal Council. 

"I know the time will come when I will no longer be chairman. I want to be able to say 

that I did the best job while I was in that position and that I left this position better than it 

was before," he said. 

The Fort Mojave Indian Tribal headquarters is located in the California Village in 

Needles. Williams recently oversaw installation of a new irrigation system in that 

community and a colorful new basketball court facility. A beach volleyball court is on the 



	
  

	
  

front burner. "We just want to provide a better environment for the community and to 

create more community pride," said Williams, who plans to improve roads in the 

California and Arizona Village. "The roads in the California Village will be used to more 

comfortably accommodate tribal elders," Williams said. 

"Real soon we'll be able to provide a dialysis center, hopefully by the end of the 

year. We have a lot of need for building," said Williams, commenting on the fact that 

diabetes is a serious problem that afflicts members of nearly all families in the FMIT. 

"We're looking at how we can incorporate a better and more healthy way of life," he said. 

After fulfilling his duty in the Marine Corps, Williams earned his associate degree in 

business from Yavapai College in Prescott, Ariz., and went on to earn his Bachelor of 

Science degree in Business Administration from Northern Arizona University with a 

major in finance and management. 

Shortly after being elected chairman of the FMIT, Williams gathered a number of 

the tribe's 1,257 members together for a five-hour meeting at the Convention Center in 

the Avi Resort & Casino. The meeting was highlighted by Williams' power-point 

presentation which provided a detailed update as to how the tribe generates its revenues 

and income, how money is spent and how the tribal administration on a daily basis 

works, said Williams. "I think that was the first time tribal members really got a good 

picture as to how the tribe works and how we are financially," he said. 

While Williams' public duties as chairman are dedicated to helping improve 

quality of life of the Fort Mojave Indian Tribe and its members, his full-time personal 

dedication is to his wife, Tara, and the couple's four daughters. "I really appreciate my 

wife. She is the main reason I've been able to accomplish what I have so far in my adult 

life. She stood by me through thick and thin, taking care of our family while I was serving 

in the military and later, during those years I was studying at college. And, I sincerely 

appreciate the support she is giving me as chairman of the Fort Mojave Indian Tribe. 

She's my life's partner in the truest sense of the word," said Williams. 

The couple celebrates eight years of marriage in August - and a month ago on 

May 5 - welcomed their fourth daughter, Tamarie, whose three sisters are Trinity, 2, 

Talynn, 4, and Tianna, 7. 

 


